
Name: ___________________          Due Date: __________ 
 

Fourth Quarter Project: Narrative Procedure 
 
For this project, you will be developing a narrative procedure for one of topics that you 
have learned so far this year. A narrative procedure is a “how-to.” essay, in which you 
give steps of instructions on how to do something. For example, one might write a 
narrative procedure on “steps to bake a cake.”  
 
For your math project, you will write a narrative procedure on a specific math concept.  
You will explain the concept, while showing an example in your essay.  Your essay will 
be graded on the following: 

 

While writing your essay, you will adapt components from the Common Essay Structure 
that you use in your ELA class.  

Introduction:  
Introductions should have the following three parts.   

1. Opening Statement: a general sentence about the overall topic of your essay. 
2. The Setup: You might think of this as context or background information.  In this 

section, more specifically address the topic without stating the thesis.  Explain the 
overall concept that your essay is tackling.  Provide only the information necessary 
to “set up” your reader with the proper context to understand your essay. 

3. Thesis Statement: In a sentence or two, state what you will present in your essay. 

Body Paragraphs:  
Depending on the topic  there may be many body paragraphs necessary to prove your 
point.  A five paragraph essay should have three but there may be as few as two (for 
basic essays) or as many as 6-10 (for advanced essays).  No matter how many body 
paragraphs you write, each of them should contain the following three parts: 

1. Topic Sentence: A sentence where you explain what you will show in the      
paragraph. 

2. Evidence:  Use specific examples to present the steps you are making in the 
overall paragraph.   When you provide a piece of evidence always explain what it 
means and how it proves your point. 

• Introduction: The introduction engaged the reader with facts about the concept.  

• Readability: A 5th grader can repeat your how-to steps.  

• Accuracy: All necessary steps are included with examples. 

• Accuracy: All parts of the concept are explained within your steps.  

• Brevity: Unnecessary information is edited out; the final paper is at least one 

page, typed, double spaced; 12pt font; times new roman.  

• Thinking ahead: Problems are anticipated with warning steps.  

• Closing: The reader is engaged by the closing statement.  

• Grammar and spelling are correct. Math Vocabulary is used. 



3. Common Mistakes: What are mistakes are most common and how can you make 
sure to avoid them? 

4. Concluding Sentence: Restate the point of the paragraph in a way that shows that 
you’ve proven it. 

Notice that body paragraphs are very similar to RAFT answers.  Like a RAFT, a body 
paragraph should begin with an introductory sentence, move into a number of examples, 
and then tie it all up. 

Conclusion: 
Like the introduction and the body paragraphs, the conclusion also contains three 
different parts.   

1. Restatement of Thesis: Begin by summing up your overall argument in this essay 
(no longer ‘what I will show but how ‘what I just showed’). 

2.  “So What?” This section is the “what it all means” section.   This is a brief 
discussion of why your essay is important.  What does your thesis help us 
understand better?  How do your ideas make us think about the world? Does it 
help us understand, a topic better, life better, etc?   

3.  Concluding Statement: End with a memorable sentence that makes the reader 
think deeply about the essay and its ideas. It could relate to real life or it could end 
with a rhetorical question. It should be forward thinking and raise new ideas for 
your reader to think about. 

You can choose one of the following topics or make up your own with teacher approval.  

Geometry Topics 

1. Two constructions we’ve learned in class and 
one new construction you research that we 

 11.   Parallel and perpendicular lines on the 
coordinate plane  



 

My Topic # :    

 
 
 

haven’t covered in class. 

 2.    Rigid motions  12.   Cross sections and slices  

 3.    Triangle proofs - congruence  13.   Angle proofs (parallel lines, vertical, 
supplementary, etc.) 

 4.    Triangle proofs – similarity  14.   Circle proofs (Central angles, inscribed angles, 
etc) 

 5.     Properties of triangles (Angle sum theorem, 
exterior angle theorem, medians, etc.) 

 15.   Arcs  (Length, radians, sectors, etc) 

 6.    Trigonometric functions – sine, cosine, tangent  16.   Equations of circles  

 7.    Trigonometric identities (complementary angles, 
law of sines, etc) 

 

 8.    Volume and density  

 9.    How dilations affect distance, area, volume, 
angles, etc. 

 

10.   Distance on the coordinate plane (Distance 
formula, partitioning line segments, distance from 
point to line, etc)  

 


